Love so amazing, so divine,
demands my soul, my life, my all.
~ Isaac Watts
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INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

DEAR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN CHRIST!
Greetings from Transcarpathia, Ukraine
We hope and pray that this letter finds you well and in
good health. It is our hope to provide you with an
update of our work in Ukraine and Hungary. After
spending the autumn months in Michigan and North
Carolina, working and being among our home church
families, we have recently returned to Transcarpathia,
Ukraine. It was wonderful for us to be back among
family and friends; both Stacey and I were blessed to
have jobs while living near Stacey’s family in North
Carolina. I was again able to work in agriculture,
helping with the autumn harvest. Stacey was glad to
find work in a home health care agency as a nurse. We
IF ANYONE HAS MATERIAL
POSSESSIONS AND SEES A BROTHER
OR SISTER IN NEED BUT HAS NO PITY
ON THEM, HOW CAN THE LOVE OF GOD
BE IN THAT PERSON? DEAR CHILDREN,
LET US NOT LOVE WITH WORDS OR
SPEECH BUT WITH ACTIONS AND IN
TRUTH. 1 JOHN 3:17-18

are thankful to be back in Transcarpathia and to again
work among Hungarians living in the border region of
Ukraine and Hungary. We are excited to continue the
work and projects that we left behind at the end of the
summer and we are excited for new opportunities the
LORD will provide.

Transcarpathia is an area of Ukraine that has historically
been part of the nation of Hungary. Following WWII,

Transcarpathia became part of the Soviet Union and is
now part of present day Ukraine. Hungarians have a
long tradition in the Reformed faith dating back to the
immediate years following the Reformation. After years
of persecution and hardship living under the
Communist regime, the Reformed church was left to
pick up the pieces and start afresh following the collapse
of the Soviet Union and its infamous empire in 19891991. Today a new battle rages in Eastern Europe, one
against worldly complacency brought on by an era of
peace, relative ease and comfort as the region develops
and attaches itself to a largely secularized European
continent.

Following

the fall of communism, the Hungarian

Reformed church started three Reformed high schools
with the hope of not only providing them with a better
education, but also to encourage and develop their
Christian faith in a Christian school environment. We
spend much of our time teaching and living amongst
one of these Reformed schools located in a village called
Peterfalva. Peterfalva is the Hungarian name. In
Ukrainian the village is known by Petrovo, and on
google maps it is listed under the name Pyiterfolvo. In
addition to teaching at the Reformed school in
Peterfalva, we are now teaching in several different
settings. We will give further details later in this letter as
well as other projects we are involved in.

Through

our daily tasks, we hope to bring God glory

through obedience to the great commission given to us
by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. In humble service

and through God’s grace alone, we strive to meet both
physical and spiritual needs of those living here.

afternoon a week, to the village of Nagybereg, to teach
English lessons at a second Reformed high school.

We arrived in the end of January in Budapest, Hungary

New this year, we have been invited to teach university

on a foggy winter’s evening, not so unusual for this time
of year. Despite the snow on the ground and the
dampness in the air, the relatively warm temperatures
were a relief compared to the extremely bitter cold we
were anticipating. While Hungary and Ukraine are
known for harsh winters and cold conditions, with the
exception of a couple days, this has been an unusually
mild winter. Not having to navigate through snow and
ice has been a great blessing for us. Traveling through
Transcarpathia has been easier and much less
treacherous than in years past.

students at a college in the city of Beregszasz, a 45
minute drive from our village. We are excited for this
new opportunity to teach conversational English. It will
be a challenge but we are looking forward to working
with students with higher level English, enabling us to
have increasingly meaningful conversations and topics
for discussion. The director of the English department
told us that we are welcome to discuss Biblical topics
with the students. We consider this a really unique
opportunity, to be able to speak freely about faith, and a
personal relationship with Jesus Christ in a secular
college setting. We know this is only by the grace of
God, for under communism, religious expression was
suppressed.

Our

lives have quickly become busy since our arrival

and we are thankful to be a part of many different
activities here in Ukraine.

The English language is an excellent tool, not only for
building and maintaining relationships with students,
but also to share the Gospel. Teaching at times can be
challenging for us, as neither Stacey nor I have studied
or trained in the profession. Despite the inadequacy that
we sometimes experience, we cherish the opportunity to
befriend the students we teach through weekly
conversations and English lessons. We are excited to be
teaching two different afternoons here at the Reformed
high school in Peterfalva, as well as traveling one

Three

weeks ago we began an English Bible study in

Beregszasz, a college town. The original intent was to
have the Bible study for university students, but we have
been pleasantly surprised that it has drawn people from
a variety of backgrounds. For example, there is an
organization sending German students to do a year of
volunteer work in Ukraine among the elderly. German
students, local Hungarian and Ukrainian students,
English speaking adults, and a fellow American living in
the city have all been attending. We have been very

H E I D E L B E R G C A TE C H I S M Q U E S T I ON A N D A N S W E R 1
Q: WHA T IS YO UR ONLY COM FO RT IN LIFE AND DEAT H?
A: T HAT I AM NO T MY OW N,
BUT BELO NG-BO DY A ND SO UL,
IN LIFE AND IN DEAT H-TO M Y FAITHFUL SA VIOR JESUS CHRIST.
HE HAS FULLY PAI D F OR A LL MY SI NS WIT H HIS PRECIO US BLOO D,
AND HAS SET ME FREE FROM T HE TYRANNY O F THE DEVIL.
H E A LSO W ATCH ES OV ER ME IN SUCH A WA Y
THAT NO T A HA IR CA N FA LL FROM MY HEA D
WITHOUT THE WILL OF MY FATHER IN HEAV EN:
IN FA CT, A LL T HINGS MUST WO RK TOGETHER FO R MY SALV ATION.
BECA USE I BELO NG TO HIM ,
CHRIST, BY HIS HOLY SPIRIT,
A SSURES ME O F ET ER NAL LIF E
A ND M AKES ME W HO LEH EA RTEDLY W ILLI NG A ND R EA DY
FROM NO W ON TO LIVE FO R HIM

encouraged by both the attendance and the participation
of everyone coming. We are using a devotional called
“Following Jesus” and God has really blessed these
evenings. We are thoroughly enjoying these evenings of
Bible study, singing, prayer, and fellowship.

Last year we wrote about Stacey’s work with the local
Luke Society Clinic. She worked with two doctors on a
research project studying health conditions in the local
Roma (Gypsy) camps. We again met with these doctors
upon our return to Ukraine. They informed us that this
past autumn, the Hungarian government sponsored a
conference on minorities in Transcarpathia. At this
conference one of the Luke Society doctors made a
presentation on the health conditions of the Roma using
a portion of Stacey’s research. We are going to attempt
to continue to work with the Roma. Stacey has begun
to go every Tuesday morning to a kindergarten started
by the Reformed church for Roma children. The
LORD willing, we will provide some medical clinics
involving simple hygiene, health and pregnancy, and
caring for babies and young children.

We are blessed attending church at the local Hungarian
Reformed church in our village and being part of the
body of believers in the universal fellowship of believers.
Hungarian sermons are difficult for us to understand in
their entirety, and we find ourselves missing church
services in English. Every week we watch a sermon
online by John Piper. We invited students to attend a
Sunday night English Hymn sing and this has become a
highlight of the week for us. A number of students are
very eager to learn English; others love to sing no
matter what language they are singing in. It is a blessing
for us to sing in English for an hour every week, and
with the students eagerly participating, it makes it all the
better.

Last

Friday we began a biweekly English movie night

with students in Peterfalva at the high school. Only the
students, strongest in English, attend on a volunteer
basis. It is difficult but rewarding for them to watch an
English movie. Last week we watched the literature
classic, “Pride and Prejudice”. Next week we are
planning to watch and discuss “Bella”, an acclaimed
movie with a pro-life theme on adoption. We hope

also to watch and discuss “Amazing Grace”, the story of
William Wilberforce and the abolition of the British
slave trade.

Over the last eight years, weekly trips to a local hospital
to care for abandoned babies has become one of the
longest running and successful programs we have been
involved with. We partner with the local Reformed high
school in this endeavor. We take students from the
school every Wednesday afternoon and every other
Friday to the Children’s Hospital. During our months
spent in the States, a teacher from the school drives
them weekly to the hospital. Abandoned and orphaned
babies continue to be a heartbreaking side effect of sin
and broken societies all around the world. Ukraine is no
exception. The babies in these hospital rooms are
abandoned and left in the care of the hospital. While
not yet official orphans, the babies, ages six months to
two years, spend their days lying in a crib for up to a
year while papers and status are determined. Most
spend at least a few months in the hospital but babies
come and go with no news or explanations of where
they go or information as to why they are there. With
the exception of feedings and scheduled diaper changes,
the babies do not leave their cribs and receive very little
human touch or interaction. This lack of contact and
hours spent in a crib often leave them underdeveloped
in muscle strength, walking ability, and speech
development. The high school girls and occasional boys
who go are compassionate and gentle with these babies.
They bring toys which they store in their dorm rooms,
baby wipes to clean the babies, hold and talk to them
and spend time with older babies helping them walk.
These trips can often produce a multitude of emotions
for us. It brings heart break and sadness at the thought
of these precious children and their future plight along
with a realization of the hardships they have already
experienced at their young age. But it also brings
inspiration and pride from watching the students week
after week grow and mature spending their meager free
time loving these children. Winter has left the hospital
with an epidemic of some kind and under quarantine
leaving us unable to go for the past two weeks.
Hopefully in the beginning of March we will be able to
return.

4.

SOLA GRATIA -BY GRACE ALONE

better idea of how God is working in and through our
lives but to also to give an impression of daily life here.
We hope to have a combination of posts about work,
projects, and daily life as well as information about
history, culture, landscape, geography, etc. It is also a
means to promote and recruit volunteers for our
summer camps. We have been working on the website
for the past few weeks and have it to a point that it is
ready to be online. We invite you to visit our website at
www.iccdabroad.org

5.

SOLI DEO GLORIA -GLORY TO GOD

It is our aim to acknowledge Christ as preeminent in all

ALONE

things and through God’s grace alone, to build
relationships with high school and university students
who will soon form the newest generation of leadership
in their communities, families and churches. Humbly,
we strive to set a Christ-like example, promoting a
Biblical world view in an effort to encourage the seed of
faith to not only grow, but to flourish. Recognizing that
we are in fact foreigners, we work with and partner with
local Pastors, teachers, churches and organizations to
support their efforts and outreach. We thank you for
your encouragement, support, and prayers, for without
your kindness and generosity, and the will of our
heavenly Father, we could not serve here.

FIVE SOLAE
1.

SOLA FIDE - BY FAITH ALONE

2.

SOLA SCRIPTURA - BY SCRIPTURE
ALONE

3.

SOLUS CHRISTUS -THROUGH CHRIST
ALONE

Our

lives and routines change a great deal in the

summer following the completion of the school year.
We look forward to a summer of English camps here in
Ukraine and in Hungary. We begin with a two week
camp in Peterfalva at the Reformed boarding school and
conclude in July with an outreach English camp in a
small village outside of Budapest, Hungary. We are
looking for volunteers from North America to help us
run and teach in these camps. Please contact us if you
or someone you know is interested in a summer
experience in Eastern Europe: teaching English,
organizing games and activities, leading devotions and
developing relationships with the youth of Eastern
Europe.

We

enjoyed our time back in the States this past

autumn. We were thankful to be among our home
churches and visiting family and friends. This past
January we again visited a heart specialist for a routine
checkup. We were thankful to receive a good report.
While the problem has not corrected itself, the doctor
believes it is not progressing further and is allowing me
yearly visits instead of six month checkups.

Recently we started a website.

It is the official website

of our non-profit organization, International Christian
Community Development. We hope it is a better way
to keep people informed about our work and calling
here in Ukraine and how God is working here in both,
Transcarpathia, Ukraine and Hungary. Through blogs,
posts and pictures we hope to not only give people a

In Christ,
Eric and Stacey Hoeksema

