
DEAR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN CHRIST!  
Greetings from Transcarpathia, Ukraine

We trust that this letter finds you well and enjoying 

the richness of life we have in Christ.  It is our 
hope and prayer that we can, through God’s grace 
alone, serve the people of this Eastern European 
community and bring glory to God, serving Him to 
further His kingdom.   

Saying goodbye to graduating students can be a 

bitter-sweet experience. The month of May is 
drawing to a close and with it, the passing of yet 
another school year and the graduation of another 
group of students. We have become quite close to 
many of these students and it is with mixed 
emotions that we see them depart. From here they 
will scatter throughout Hungary and Transcarpathia 
to various universities and colleges as they begin 
the next chapter of their lives. It is our hope and 
prayer that they will seek first the kingdom of God, 
and strive to walk humbly in faith in Christ alone as 

they go out to meet the future.  We will miss them 
and we pray for the Lord’s blessing upon them.   

In many ways spring is the most beautiful time of 

the year in Transcarpathia.  After what sometimes 
seems to be never ending months of winter, spring 
comes as promised, seemingly overnight this year. 
Greenery and vivid color emerge, people come out 
of hibernation, and agriculture, which consumes 
much of life here, starts with a fury.  While winter 
can be beautiful with pristine snow falls, it is more 
commonly characterized by grey clouds, cold, 
snow, mud and terrible roads. Spring is a welcomed 
change.   

In stark contrast to the grey winter months, 

Transcarpathia comes to life with unbelievable 
vivid color that one probably does not typically 
attribute to Ukraine.  Fruit trees, vegetables and 
flowers grow in abundance.  Roses and many other 
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flowers flourish.  Tulips, daffodils, narcissus, 
hyacinth, hydrangeas, pansies, sunflowers, and 
many other flowers thrive here in this climate.  We 
are reminded of the beauty and diversity found in 
the creation of our God.  His creation is a 
reflection of His glory and an unbelievable display 
of His handy work.   

Spring is also a fascinating time of tradition and 

custom in Transcarpathia.  Easter and Pentecost, 
among other holidays, are remembered and 
observed. We enjoyed celebrating and remembering 
Christ’s death and Resurrection this spring during 
Easter with our brothers and sisters in Christ here 
in Transcarpathia.    

Easter is one of the most celebrated holidays in 

Eastern and Central Europe, but sadly for many it 
is merely a long weekend off from work and a time 
to spend with family and friends.  Easter begins on 
Good Friday and concludes with Easter Monday.  
Despite a secular drift, Easter, along with 
Christmas, is a time for many to go to church, and 
churches are full on Good Friday, Easter Sunday 
and Easter Monday. The week leading up to Easter 
is often spent in preparation for the weekend.  
Easter meats, salads, and sweets are prepared and 

houses are cleaned from top to bottom in a spring 
cleaning fashion.    

This past week our Bible study, that we have been 

leading during the winter and spring months, has 
drawn to a close.  We looked forward to Thursday 
nights and the opportunity to study God’s Word, to 
sing praises to God, and to be in a time of 
fellowship with university students and fellow 
Christians from around the world.  In years past, 
we have primarily had university students attend 
the Bible studies, but this year we were blessed to 
have an International group.  A number of German 
students serving as volunteers in the area, a guest 
from the Netherlands, a fellow American working 
among the Roma, as well as several local 
professionals, also attended alongside the students.  
Unfortunately attendance proved to be more 
difficult as we found ourselves in the busyness of 
May.  Exams, graduations, garden work, and the 
many spring holidays often seemed to conflict with 
schedules.  We praise God for the time spent in 
prayer, Bible study, and singing.   

We recently traveled to Kiev; the large, loud, 

flamboyantly flashy, capital city of Ukraine. We 
assisted as chaperones for the class trip.  Each 
spring the graduating class from the Reformed 
High School in Peterfalva takes a trip to Kiev.  We 
were blessed with wonderful warm and sunny 
spring weather.  It was a joy for us to be able to 
spend time with the students.  The long train ride 
to and from Kiev provided for hours of visiting, 
playing games, and enjoying the scenery out the 
train windows. It was fun to be with the students 
outside of the classroom and to get to know them 
better and more personally as well as to see a 
nonacademic side of the students.  

For nearly all of the students, this trip to Kiev was 

their first time visiting the capital city and they 
seemed to enjoy it very much.   All of the students 

Cheap grace is the preaching of 
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are ethnic Hungarian and speak Hungarian.  
Transcarpathia looks more towards Budapest, the 
capital city of Hungary, than it does Kiev.  Despite 
living in Ukraine, for many in Transcarpathia, Kiev 
is a far away capital city where people on the street 
speak foreign languages of Ukrainian and Russian.    

We began the journey on a Thursday afternoon, 

traveling for 15 hours on an overnight train and 
arriving in Kiev in the early morning of Friday.  
After sightseeing all day Friday, we boarded 
another overnight train back home arriving very 
tired on Saturday afternoon.  The train is made up 
of antiquated sleeping cars from decades gone by.  
We were thankful for a bed on the train as two 
straight nights on a train and walking around all day 
in Kiev left everyone exhausted.  Despite being 
tired we really enjoyed and were thankful for the 
experience.   It was great to spend quality time with 
the graduating students before they finish the 
school year and go their separate ways in life.  We 
were left with many good memories from the trip.   

Stacey and I both greatly enjoy joining our brothers 

and sisters in Christ here in Transcarpathia in 
weekly church services at the local Hungarian 
Reformed Church. The church service is in 
Hungarian and sometimes the language barrier can 
prove to be difficult for us.  Regardless, it is an 
incredible experience to be part of the universal 
church and the body of Christ. It is interesting to 

compare and contrast the differences in custom 
and tradition between Reformed churches at home 
and Reformed churches here in Transcarpathia.  

We enjoy singing from the Hungarian Reformed 

hymnal. The song book is full of hymns as well as 
the Psalms.  Many melodies are familiar to us and 
some of hymns we commonly sing at home have 
also been translated into Hungarian.  “Holy, Holy, 
Holy”, “Abide With Me” and “God Himself Is 
With Us” are the three most commonly sung 
hymns of familiarity for us.  Recently, “Amazing 
Grace” has also been translated into Hungarian.  
While many of the hymns are translated from the 
original English, American, German or Scottish 
hymn writers, many of the hymns are from 
Hungarian hymn writers.  Interestingly, Martin 
Luther is author to a number of songs and there are 
also hymns written by Dietrich Bonhoeffer.   

We had an idea to start an English singing club at 

the school with our students.  We meet every 
Sunday night for an hour or more for an English 
Hymn Sing.  Normally around ten students come, 
but sometimes up to fifteen.  Many of the students 
are very musical and enjoy singing.  Some of the 
students like to come and practice their English and 
to learn, but many just like to sing and praise God.  
The Sunday night Hymn Sing has become a 
highlight for us this spring and winter.   

We have written in the past about the Roma 

population living amongst us here in 
Transcarpathia and about programs created to help 
them and reach out to them by sharing the Gospel. 
A kindergarten has been started by the local church 
and is led by a Presbyterian missionary from the 
U.S. Stacey has enjoyed taking part and helping in 
this kindergarten for Roma children this spring and 
winter.  She goes once a week and has enjoyed 
spending time with and interacting with the 
children.  The kindergarten classes emphasize 

IF ANYONE HAS MATERIAL 

POSSESSIONS AND SEES A BROTHER 

OR SISTER IN NEED BUT HAS NO PITY 

ON THEM, HOW CAN THE LOVE OF GOD 

BE IN THAT PERSON? DEAR CHILDREN, 

LET US NOT LOVE WITH WORDS OR 

SPEECH BUT WITH ACTIONS AND IN 

TRUTH. 1 JOHN 3:17-18  



stories and lessons from the Bible, teach songs and 
prayer, play games and make crafts, learn how to 
behave and have self-discipline in social settings.  
The Lord has blessed the work in the kindergartens 
and they are very well attended by children from 
the camps.   

Recently, we were able to purchase tooth brushes 

and tooth paste for the children and Stacey led an 
oral hygiene clinic.  A majority of the children do 
not have tooth brushes at home and daily oral 
hygiene is unfortunately not a high priority.  Stacey 
taught them about dental health and demonstrated 
how to properly brush their teeth.  All of the 
children had an opportunity to practice and 
hopefully will continue to brush their teeth at 
home. The children actively participated and 
appeared to most enjoy spitting the tooth paste out. 

A second project among the Roma that we are very 

excited about is a weekly Sunday School program.  
We asked students from the local Reformed High 
School in Peterfalva to help us in this endeavour. 
We were hopeful that maybe at least five students 
would approach us, but to our pleasant surprise, 
twenty-nine students came for the meeting!  We 
divided the students into three groups to participate 
and lead the Sunday School on a rotating basis.   
The students’ dedication to the Sunday School 
program has been amazing.  The students organize 
Bible lessons, lead prayer, sing worship songs, plan 
games and activities, and teach the children Bible 
verses for memorization.  They get down on their 
knees and talk with the children, hold their hands 
and spend time with them.  For many of the high 
school students it is their first time in a Roma camp 
and probably their first time truly interacting with 
Roma people.   

We are so encouraged by the Lord’s work in this, 

and we believe it is a great opportunity for the 

students to see past social stigmas.  It has been 
inspiring to see the dedication and love the high 
school students are showing towards the children.  
We have had up to thirty-five children come at 
once and even adults.  One Sunday, we had fifty 
people crowded into a small two room home.  God 
has richly blessed these weekend mornings and all 
glory and credit belongs to God.  We praise Him 
for the eagerness of the high school students and 
for the active participation of the Roma children 
and parents.  

 

Ten years ago, Stacey and I would never have 

thought that we would be teaching conversational 
English.  It is something that we have learned to 
really enjoy.  These past months we have been 
teaching in two Reformed Church high schools and 
also at a local college.  It has been such a joy for us 
to hold these lessons, to spend time with these 
students, and to become a part of their lives.  We 
have enjoyed having conversational English 
lessons, playing games and activities, watching and 
discussing movies, and talking about life and faith 
with our students at both the high schools and the 
college. It is interesting to hear their hopes and 
dreams about the future, their work and study 
aspirations, and their perceptions of life in Ukraine.  
It is our hope and prayer that these students will 
learn to walk in faith in Christ alone, and in doing 
so, grow up to be the next generations of godly 
leaders in their communities, families, and 
churches.   

Please visit our website at 
www.iccdabroad.org                               

for more information, and to see pictures 
of life and work here. 



We have been quite busy of late preparing for the 

upcoming English camps.  We have been busy 
making lesson plans, preparing schedules and 
activities, and coordinating events for the weeks 
ahead.  We are looking forward to having 
volunteers from North America coming to help 
lead at these camps.  It should be a very exciting 
and busy summer.  We are looking forward to the 
weeks ahead and to the camps in both Hungary and 
Ukraine.   

We would ask you to please keep the English 

camps in your prayers.  Please pray for safety in 
travel, for the health of those participating in the 
camps, that we would be a Christ like example to 
the students attending the camps, that their faith 
may grow and flourish in Christ, and most of all, 

that glory may be brought to our Lord through this 
work.   

We enjoy the correspondence with friends and 

family at home in the States, hearing how the Lord 
is working in and through your lives.  We enjoyed a 
visit from Stacey’s cousin Mandy from British 
Columbia, this past April.  We enjoyed having her 
company and we extend a warm welcome to all of 
you.   You are welcome to visit us here in Ukraine.   

Once again, we would like to thank you for your 

encouragement, support, and prayers.  We are very 
humbled to be serving the Lord here.  May God 
bless you and keep you. 

In Christ, 

Eric and Stacey Hoeksema 

 

  

 

FIVE SOLAE 

1. SOLA FIDE - BY FAITH ALONE 

2. SOLA SCRIPTURA - BY SCRIPTURE 

ALONE 

3. SOLUS CHRISTUS -THROUGH CHRIST 

ALONE 

4. SOLA GRATIA -BY GRACE ALONE 

5. SOLI DEO GLORIA -GLORY TO GOD 

ALONE 


